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because, he said, he came from a trustworthy
family. His father was a North Korean intel-
ligence agent, as were the parents of many of
his fellow guards.

In his training to work in the camps, An
said, he was ordered, under penalty of be-
coming a prisoner himself, never to show
pity. It was permissible, he said, for bored
guards to beat or kill prisoners.

“We were taught to look at inmates as
pigs,” said An, 41, adding that he worked in
the camps for seven years before escaping to
China in 1994. He now works in a bank in
Seoul.

The rules he enforced were simple. “If you
do not meet your work quota, you do not eat
much,” he said. ‘“You are not allowed to
sleep until you finish your work. If you still
do not finish your work, you are sent to a
little prison inside the camp. After three
months, you leave that prison dead.”

An said the camps play a crucial role in
the maintenance of totalitarian rule. ‘‘All
high-ranking officials underneath Kim Jong
I1 know that one misstep means you go to
the camps, along with your family,” he said.

Partly to assuage his guilt, An has become
an activist and has been talking about the
camps for more than a decade. He was among
the first to help investigators identify camp
buildings using satellite images. Still, he
said, nothing will change in camp operations
without sustained diplomatic pressure, espe-
cially from the United States.

INCONSISTENT U.S. APPROACH

The U.S. government has been a fickle ad-
vocate.

In the Clinton years, high-level diplomatic
contacts between Washington and
Pyongyang focused almost exclusively on
preventing the North from developing nu-
clear weapons and expanding its ballistic
missile capability.

President George W. Bush’s administration
took a radically different approach. It fa-
mously labeled North Korea as part of an
“‘axis of evil,” along with Iran and Iraq. Bush
met with camp survivors. For five years,
U.S. diplomats refused to have direct nego-
tiations with North Korea.

After North Korea detonated a nuclear de-
vice in 2006, the Bush administration decided
to talk. The negotiations, however, focused
exclusively on dismantling Pyongyang’s ex-
panded nuclear program.

In recent months, North Korea has reneged
on its promise to abandon nuclear weapons,
kicked out U.N. weapons inspectors, ex-
ploded a second nuclear device and created a
major security crisis in Northeast Asia.

Containing that crisis has monopolized the
Obama administration’s dealings with North
Korea. The camps, for the time being, are a
non-issue. ‘‘Unfortunately, until we get a
handle on the security threat, we can’t af-
ford to deal with human rights,” said Peter
Beck, a former executive director of the U.S.
Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea.

A FAMILY’S TRIBULATIONS

Kim Young Soon, once a dancer in
Pyongyang, said she spent eight years in
Camp 15 during the 1970s. Under the guilt-by-
association rule, she said, her four children
and her parents were also sentenced to hard
labor there.

At the camp, she said, her parents starved
to death and her eldest son drowned. Around
the time of her arrest, her husband was shot
for trying to flee the country, as was her
youngest son after his release from the
camp.

It was not until 1989, more than a decade
after her release, that she found out why she
had been imprisoned. A security official told
her then that she was punished because she
had been a friend of Kim Jong Il's first wife
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and that she would ‘“‘never be forgiven
again” if the state suspected that she had
gossiped about the Dear Leader.

She escaped to China in 2000 and now lives
in Seoul. At 73, she said she is furious that
the outside world doesn’t take more interest
in the camps. ‘I had a friend who loved Kim
Jong Il and for that the government killed
my family,” she said. “How can it be justi-
fied?”

HONORING JACK NYIRI
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the selfless service Jack Nyiri has per-
formed throughout his lifetime for the Boy
Scouts of America, specifically the Cub Scout
organization.

The aims of Scouting—citizenship training,
character development, and personal fitness—
are so very important to developing the next
generation of American citizens. But these
aims cannot be accomplished without the
dedication of individuals like Jack Nyiri, who
are willing to part with their own time and ef-
fort for the good of our children.

After participating in both Cub and Boy
Scouting in Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Nyiri dove
into leading Cub Scout packs and participating
in the administration of scouting across at
least three different states. His steadfastness
and excellence has been recognized through
many of scouting’s highest awards, as he has
more than lived up to the Cub Scout motto—
“Do your best.”

Nowhere is Mr. Nyiri’s dedication more tan-
gible than in the success of Bus Scout Pack
96, based in Nashville, Tennessee. His leader-
ship has built this pack into a strong and vi-
brant organization, and the scouts and parents
of Pack 96 have expressed to me their ex-
treme gratefulness for Mr. Nyiri’s tenure as the
Pack Leader.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate Jack and
ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating
his accomplishments.

JEREMIAH MEYER
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Jeremiah Meyer of Liberty,
Missouri. Jeremiah is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
215, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Jeremiah has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Jeremiah has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. He was
also the recipient of the Eagles Soaring High
award.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Jeremiah Meyer for his ac-
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complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the

highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
———

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | submit the
following:

Project Name: Elevated Water Tank Con-
struction

Requesting Member:
BONNER

Bill: Department of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Housing & Urban Development,
Economic Development Initiatives

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The City
of Atmore, AL

Address of Requesting Entity: 201 East Lou-
isville Avenue, Atmore, AL 36502

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $350,000 for engineering and construction
of a 500,000 gallon elevated water tank to
provide a potable water supply and fire protec-
tion for the City of Atmore’s industrial develop-
ment park and will also augment existing
water service to the Holman Correctional Insti-
tute by providing backup water supply. The
total project cost is estimated to be
$1,000,000. Approximately, $75,000 [or 21%]
of the earmark is expected to be used for en-
gineering; $25,000 [or 7%)] for environmental
assessment; $50,000 [or 14%)] for in ground
lines and infrastructure connected to the
tower; and $200,000 [or 58%)] for construction
of the tower itself. The City of Atmore will pro-
vide a minimum of a 45/55 cost share and this
funding will come directly from the City.

Project Name: Atmore Airport Access Road,
Runway Lights, and Safety Improvements, AL

Requesting Member: Congressman JO
BONNER

Bill: Department of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Airport Improvement Program

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The City
of Atmore, AL

Address of Requesting Entity: 201 East Lou-
isville Avenue, Atmore, AL 36502

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $475,000 for engineering and improvements
to Atmore’s airport, including construction of
an access road to the airport terminal, rehabili-
tation of the airport runway lights, and im-
proved safety zones at and surrounding the
airport. The total project cost is estimated to
be approximately $2,300,000, of which
$1,140,000 was appropriated in FY2009. This
appropriation should complete the project. Ap-
proximately, $75,000 [or 16%)] of this year's
earmark will be used for engineering;
$100,000 [or 21%] for replacement lights and
electrical equipment; and the remaining
$300,000 [or 63%] will be used for construc-
tion. The City of Atmore will provide the re-
quired federal match. Improvements to runway
lights and correction of grading in the safety
zone area will enhance safety to the flying
public while complying with FAA regulations.

Project Name: Mobile Downtown Airport
Taxiway A Improvements, AL

Congressman JoO
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Requesting Member: Congressman JO
BONNER
Bill: Department of Transportation, and

Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Airport Improvement Program

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Mobile
Airport Authority

Address of Requesting Entity: 1891 Ninth
Street, Mobile, AL 36615

Description of Request: Provide $1,500,000
for airfield improvements at Mobile Downtown
Airport (BFM)—Taxiway “A” South Rehabilita-
tion and Drainage Improvements. Approxi-
mately, $225,000 [or 15%] will be used for en-
gineering; $187,500 [or 13%)] will be used for
milling; $652,500 [or 44%)] will be used for as-
phalt; $150,000 [or 10%] will be used for the
drainage system; $37,500 [or 2%] will be used
for pavement marking; $52,500 [or 3%)] will be
used for shoulder dressing; $195,000 [or 13%)]
will be used for joint sealing/repair. The Mobile
Airport Authority will provide the required local
matching share for these federal funds. This
project will consist of rehabilitating the asphalt
surface and drainage system of the southern
portion of Taxiway “A”. The existing drainage
system located below Taxiway “A” has
caused a failure in the asphalt surface of the
taxiway that is located between the intersec-
tion of Runway 36 and Runway 32. If the ex-
isting drainage system is not repaired, it will
continue to cause deterioration of the asphalt
surface, ultimately resulting in complete fail-
ure. Taxiway “A” is the only connector for air-
craft landing and taking off on Runway 14/32.
Over 63,000 aircraft utilized Taxiway “A” in
2008, which is over 170 aircraft per day trav-
eling on a failing surface.

Project Name: Alabama PALS, Coastal
Cleanup Equipment

Requesting Member: Congressman JO
BONNER
Bill: Department of Transportation, and

Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Economic Development Initiative

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alabama
PALS

Address of Requesting Entity: 340 North
Hull Street, Montgomery, AL 36104

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $250,000 to Alabama PALS, a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. Funding will be used to
provide garbage and recycling supplies, edu-
cation materials, volunteer crew equipment
and public awareness campaign expenses.
Approximately $90,000 [or 36%)] will be used
directly for the fall Coastal Cleanup Program;
$60,000 [or 24%)] for the spring “Don’t Drop It
on Alabama” Cleanup program; $40,000 [or
24%) will be used for a Clean Campus Pro-
gram; $10,000 [or 4%)] will be used for its
Adopt-A-Stream Program; $10,000 [or 4%] will
be used for its Adopt-A-Beach Program;
$10,000 [or 4%] will be used for its Adopt-An-
Area Program; $30,000 [or 12%)] will be used
for an environmental assessment and eco-
nomic analysis. Alabama PALS will provide
the required local match. In conjunction with
the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Alabama PALS has over
4,500 annual volunteers who dedicate their
time and resources to this important coastal
cleanup project. This coastal cleanup program
will continue to benefit the entire state by
keeping area waterways clean of debris there-
by furthering Alabama’s tourism industry.
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Project Name: Clarke County Economic De-
velopment Initiative Infrastructure Improve-
ments

Requesting Member:
BONNER

Bill: Department of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Economic Development Initiative

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The
Clarke County Commission

Address of Requesting Entity: 114 Court
Street, Grove Hill, Alabama, USA

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $400,000 to continue an economic develop-
ment project to effectively plan and build the
necessary infrastructure for identified industrial
property in Clarke County, Alabama. Approxi-
mately, $89,000 [or 22%)] will be used for engi-
neering design, surveying and inspection;
$123,000 [or 31%] will be used for clearing
and grading; $106,000 [or 27%)] will be used
for road construction; $72,000 [or 18%] will be
used for water and sanitary sewer; $10,000 [or
2%)] will be used for grassing and erosion con-
trol. The current unemployment rate in Clarke
County is 15.3% and this economic develop-
ment project will help bring new industry to
this area. The County Commission and five
local municipalities have worked together to
prepare a master plan for economic develop-
ment and pledged their support for this park
as it benefits the entire region.

Congressman JO

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader-
ship standards on earmarks, |, SAM JOHNSON,
am submitting the following information re-
garding an earmark | received as part of the
Department of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2010. The entity to re-
ceive funding is the National Virtual Vietnam
Archive at Texas Tech University, Special Col-
lections Library, Room 108, Box 41041, Lub-
bock, TX, 79409-1041.

This project is funded through the Depart-
ment of Education’s Institute of Museum and
Library Services under the Museums and Li-
braries Account. The $850,000 will be used to
continue to develop and establish the Virtual
Vietnam Archive, which is a digitized, online
version of the Vietham Archive. This multi-
phased project is crucial in order for the exten-
sive collection of the Vietnam Archive to be
available to all Americans, and particularly to
Vietnam veterans. The first phase focused on
establishing the Virtual Vietnam Archive at
Texas Tech. The second phase focused on
expanding the Archive to include other private
collections and other non-government collec-
tions. The requested funding will be used for
the final phase, which focuses on including se-
lected government documentary collections,
which are not currently scheduled for
digitization by the National Archives. The inte-
gration of the National Archives will mean that
a more accurate and extensive record will be
available to all Americans. The National Virtual
Vietnam Archive and related Vietnam center
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activities will encourage and support con-
tinuing research and education throughout the
United States, benefitting scholars, students,
veterans, formulators of American foreign pol-
icy as well as the general public.
—

HONORING MAJOR THOMAS COX
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the accomplishments of
Major Tom Cox, who is retiring from the
United States Air Force after over 20 years of
dedicated service.

Major Cox began his career as an Airman at
Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha where he be-
came the youngest Airman ever selected as a
Security Team Member on the National Emer-
gency Airborne Command Post. Following this
assignment he attended the University of Ne-
braska at Omaha and was commissioned in
1993 through the ROTC program. He has
served his country through a variety of assign-
ments in law enforcement and counterintel-
ligence. Major Cox served as Chief of Coun-
terintelligence and Chief of Offensive Counter-
intelligence at Tinker Air Force Base and An-
drews Air Force Base identifying national
vulnerabilities and identifying and defeating
foreign governments targeting U.S. assets. He
commanded the Air Force Office of Special In-
vestigations at Misawa Air Base, Japan and
directed the Command and Control Division at
Kunsan Air Base, Korea. Major Cox finished
his career by passing on his experience and
insights to future agents through his work on
the Air Staff and at Headquarters Air Force
Office of Special Investigations, and while
leading over 60 agents deployed to Iraq in
counterintelligence efforts.

His retirement allows for reflection on what
can only be considered a sterling career. He
has admirably served his country without
question or reservation. His fellow Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and Marines will attest that
Major Cox sets the standard regarding at-
tributes such as honor, respect, duty and
country.

On behalf of my colleagues, and myself, |
extend to Major Tom Cox my gratitude, deep
appreciation and well wishes for prosperous
retirement years. Thank you for your service
to our country.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the House Republican Standards
on Congressional appropriations initiatives, |
am submitting the following information re-
garding projects that were included at my re-
quest in the Fiscal Year 2010 Department of
Transportation and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Appropriations Bill:

Central Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Corridor
Enhancements:
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